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NGO – Definition 

•  Independent, national, international 
•  Voluntary, dedicated 
•  NGO substantially responsible that human rights anchored in UN 

Charta 
•  Support democratic government systems 
•  Provision of expertise and competence 
•  Operation on site 

World Bank differentiates international NGOs like: 
  Operational 

  Advocacy 



D14 UN Committee 2012-2014   

 
NGO Accreditation at UN 

Accreditation at UN only of international NGOs 
 
Accreditation means „officially accepted by, invited to cooperate with UN and 

their bodies/committees“ 
 
Application for accreditition at Economic and Social Council ECOSOC 
 
Number of accredited international NGOs 

   2013: >7.000 internationale NGOs 
!
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Requirements of accreditation 
 
•  Private, voluntary engagement 
•  Independent 
•  Non-profit  
•  Internationally working 
•  Financial source from three countries 
•  Democratic structure / value system 
•  Institutional existence – headquarter with real address 
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  CONSULTATIVE STATUS - definition 
 
 
General Status:  
–  NGO objectives and competences comply with most activities of ECOSOC 
 
Special Consultative Status:  
–  NGOs with special competence  
 
Roster – listing by individual definition: 
–   NGOs with narrow or technical focus, being asked for one  time 

cooperation in a particular field/event 

!
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CONSULTATIVE STATUS – by numbers 
 
 
General Status        148 
Special consultative status   2.608 
Roster (individual listing)      979 
Total with status    3.735 
…of total of accreditated NGOs   > 7000 
worldwide 
 
September  2013 



D14 UN Committee 2012-2014   

NGOs with Consultative Status by Region!
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NGOs with general consultative status  
 

(selectedf)    Year of Accreditation 
Care International    1991 
Caritas International    1999 
Greenpeace International   1998 
International Alliance of Women (legal)  1947 
International  Assoc. of Lions Clubs  1998 
International Council of Women  (social)  1947 
Doctors Without Borders International  1993 
Oxfam International    2002 
Rotary International    1993 
Soroptimist International   1984 
Zonta International    1969 
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RIGHTS and DUTIES General Special Roster 

Relevance to the work of ECOSOC All areas Some 
areas Limited 

Are in consultative status with ECOSOC x x x 
Attend UN meetings x x x 
Designate UN representatives x x x 
Invited to UN International Conferences x x x 
Propose items for ECOSOC agenda x 
Circulate statements at ECOSOC meetings 2000 

words 500 
words 

Can speak at ECOSOC x 
Circulate statements at ECOSOC subsidiary bodies' 
meetings 2000 

words 1500 
words 

Can speak at ECOSOC subsidiary bodies' meetings x x 
Must submit quadrennial reports x x 
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UN Functions 

 
  
  Resolve disputes peacefully 
  
  Devise cooperative solutions 

 
  Promote justice and international law 

 
  Focus on global efforts 

!

!
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UN Structure 
  
 UN comprised of 192 sovereign nations  

 
 Six Bodies 
(1) General Assembly (New York)  192 Member States 
(2) Security Council (New York)  5 Veto -Nations (standing)  
     + 10 Nations each for 2 years 
(3) General Secretary (New York) 
(4) ECOSOC (Economic and Social Council)  (New York) 
(5) Trusteeship Council (compare ZI Foundation!) (New York) 
(6) International Court of Justice (Den Haag) 
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UN Women 

 
 Merger of the five separately working  UN-Committees  
 dealing with women‘s affairs – in 2010 an historical event !! 

 
1.  Office of the Special Adviser on Gender  Equality and the  
2.  Advancement of Women OSAGI 
3.  United Nations Development Fund for Women UNIFEM 
4.  International Research and Training Institute for the Advancement of 

Women INSTRAW 
5.  Division for the advancement of women DAW 
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Commission on the Status of Women CSW 
 

 The 57. Session of CSW of UN could finally accept – LAST MINUTE! – on 
 March  15,  2013 the  ‚agreed conclusion‘ 

 
  http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/csw/NGO.html 
  http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/csw/csw57/

 CSW57_Agreed_Conclusions_(CSW_report_excerpt).pdf 
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UN Locations and Objects 

 
GENF 
FAO           Food and Agriculture Organisation 
ILO   International Labor Organisation 
UNAIDS   HIV/AIDS (also in Vienna) 
Unicef   Children 
UNFPA   Population Fund 
WHO   World Health Organisation 
UNHCR   High Commission of Refugee (also in Vienna) 
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  Vienna 

        UNODC   Drugs   
 

  PARIS 
  UNESCO  Education, Culture 

 
  NEW YORK 
  UN   Headquarter 
  ECOSOC   Economic and Social Council 
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CEDAW 

 
CONVENTION ON ELIMINATION OF DISCRIMINATION AGAINST WOMEN 
Treaty to eradicate any form of discrimination of women 
 
“BILL OF RIGHTS FOR WOMEN” – 1979 agreed on by UN General 
Assembly, enter into force 1981 
 
One of the nine international treaties of human rights at the UN. 
 
One of the most important activities of ECOSOC 
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CEDAW – Ratification 

 
By most of the UN member states, although a considerable number of nations 
did not agree with the resolution!  See 
http://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=IV-8&chapter=4&lang=en 

 
With the ratification the state government of the country committs to  
implement laws and regulations in a way, that gender equality is hold upright 
in political programms, in educational development as well as in health care.  
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!
Zonta International - ADVOCACY 

 
CEDAW Committee of UN defines recommendations for each state 
government 
 
Nations having signed the convention CEDAW, are asked to report to the 
CEDAW Committee –  at least once in four years 
 
Regular hearings on progress of implementing and pursuing the CEDAW 
Convention  
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Zonta International ADVOCACY   

Ratification 
 
Germany ratified the  CEDAW Convention in 1987 (and in 2002 additional  
Protocol)  - http://www.bmfsfj.de/BMFSFJ/gleichstellung,did=98096.html 

 
All EU-Nations ratified, majority in 1980,  
The new EU-Nations in the 1990 years 
 
USA did not – yet – ratify – but it is on the way.... 
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Zonta International – Cooperation with UN  

1.  One of the most important NGOs  for women 
2.  Acceptance by and cooperation with UN since founding in 1946 
3.  Close cooperation with UN/ECOSOC  committees like UN Women, UNICEF 

(children), UNFPA (population development) 
4.  Furthermore with UN Committees of which the programs deal with women 

related subject like health, medical care, drug consumption 
5.  Consultative status at ECOSOC since 1963, then 1969 up-grading the 

consultative status and finally1985 up-grade to General Status!
!
!
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Zonta International – Cooperation with UN  

 
6.   ZI mission with clear focus on women worldwide as women are in the 

“limelight” of UN goals and programmes 
7.  ZI goals: support programmes, attention and perception of women’s 

affairs, problems worldwide à ADVOCACY à CSW “agreed 
conclusion” 2013: No Violence Against Women And Girls” 

8.  Deep understanding of what women need, feel, miss -  “emotional 
intelligence” à  die ZI core competence  as NGO 

8.  ZI width and depth of professional competence enable Zontians to real 
and active support à ADVOCACY 
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Zonta International – Projects with UN 
2010-2014 

 
ZONTA INTERNATIONAL SERVICE PROJECTS  

- always administered with UN-Committees! 
     

1.  Liberia Fistula Program  à UNFPA 

2. Elimination of New Pediatric HIV Infection and Prevention and 
Response to Survivors of Domestic and Gender Based Violence in 
Rwanda à UNICEF  

  
http://www.zonta.org/WhatWeDo/InternationalPrograms.aspx 

 
 
!
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Zonta International Projects with UN 

 
ZISVAW 

 ZONTA INTERNATIONAL STRATEGIES  
TO END VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN 

 
 3.   Mass Communication with a Purpose: Global Partnership on  
     Edutainment for Social Change -à  UN Women (The United Nations 
     Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women) 

 
              4.   Safe Cities for Women in Honduras àUN Women 
 
              5.   Empowering Women in Rural Samoa to Combat Violence à 

     UN Women 
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How does Zonta International  gain advantage 

of cooperation with UN! 
 

 Zonta Member 
 Strength of identification with ZI Mission 
 Being proud to support  UN with ZI projects 
 Conviction to improve women‘s lives sustainably 

 Influence on Zonta objects 
 To strengthen ZI credibility 
 To improve  visibility in public 
 To consolidate liability 

 



VIELEN DANK , WELCHE FRAGEN 
HABEN SIE AN MICH?!
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