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D R A F T 
 

FEMALE GENITAL MUTILATION 
 
IT HAPPENS – TOO OFTEN 
Violence against women occurs everywhere. One of the most atrocious violations is 
Female Genital Mutilation/Cutting (FGM/C). In 30 countries of the world, mainly in Af-
rica, Middle East and Asia women and girls suffer from FGM/C. In the majority of cases 
the girls are between 5 and 12 years; sometimes already newly born or women in or-
der to be “suitable” for marriage have to undergo this treatment.  FGM/C refers to all 
procedures involving partial or total removal of the external female genitalia or 
other injury to the female genital organs for non-medical reasons. FGM/C may 
cause severe pain and can result in prolonged bleeding, infection, infertility and 
even death.  
Read more:  
http://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/female-genital-mutilation 
 
MORE FACTS - JUSTIFICATION 
At least one of three women worldwide has experienced violence in her life, including 
FGM, a physical violation equaling torture. More than 200 million girls and women 
have experienced FGM/C in 30 countries, more than half live in just three coun-
tries: Indonesia, Egypt and Ethiopia. In Egypt, Djibouti, Sierra Leone, Mali, Su-
dan, Somalia und Guinea more than 83-98 percent of women fell victim of 
FGM/C. Although the percentage of victims slightly decreases due to continuous 
education and legal prohibition the steady population growth raises the number 
of women victims! Without concerted and accelerated action, a further 54 million 
girls are likely to be cut by 2030 – or up to 63 by 2050 - and consequently will 
suffer permanent and unnecessary harm.  
 
Overall, an adolescent girl today is about a third less likely to be cut than 30 
years ago. Kenya and Tanzania have seen rates drop to a third of their levels 
three decades ago through a combination of community activism and legislation. 
In the Central African Republic, Iraq, Liberia and Nigeria, prevalence has dropped 
by as much as half. Attitudes are also changing: recent data show that the ma-
jority of people in the countries where FGM is practiced believe it should end, but 
continue to compel their daughters to undergo the procedure because of strong 
social pressure. Communities practice FGM/C in the belief that it will ensure a 
girl's proper upbringing, future marriage or family honor. Some also associate it 
with religious beliefs although no religious scriptures require it. 
Read more:  
https://www.unicef.org/protection/57929_58002.html 
https://data.unicef.org/wp-
content/uploads/2015/12/FGMC_Brochure_Lo_res_1613.pdf 
http://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/female-genital-mutilation 
https://www.unicef.org/media/files/FGMC_2016_brochure_final_UNICEF_SPREA
D.pdf 
 
EFFORTS OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY –  
A) UN Conventions 

1) By definition FGM represents not only violence against women but at the 
same time it is clearly a severe form of discrimination. The Convention 
on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Wom-
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en (CEDAW) defines the right to be free from all forms of discrimination 
against women. This convention adopted by the UN General Assembly al-
ready in the year 1979 represents the basis to prevent FGM/C, thus to en-
sure women’s human rights.  

	   Read	  more:	  http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/cedaw/ 
2) Furthermore, the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, CRC 

adopted in 1990 builds the most important international human rights in-
strument for children. The convention postulates – among others – to 
abolish all traditional customs that affect children’s health. UNICEF reports 
that increasingly people have come to understand the negative effects of 
this tradition, with the result that there has been a drop in the prevalence 
rate. In 2005 only 25% of girls in Burkina Faso underwent FGM/C, com-
pared to over 66% in 1996—a 40% decrease in less than a decade. This 
significant progress in the fight against FGM is seen as a direct result of 
the commitment of the political authorities, and the involvement of tradi-
tional and religious leaders and NGOs. 
Read more:  
https://www.unicef.org/bfa/english/protection_915.html 
http://www.unicef.org/media/files/FGMC_2016_brochure_final_UNICEF_S
PREAD.pdf 
http://www.endvawnow.org/en/articles/645-sources-of-international-
human-rights-law-on-female-genital-mutilation.html 

3) According to Arab Charter on Human Rights, cruel and humiliating 
treatment is criminal and needs combatting. The Charta became effective 
in 2008. 

4) Finally: The Declaration of Human Rights in Islam, adopted in 1990, 
says “Safety from bodily harm is a guaranteed right. It is the duty of the 
state to safeguard it, and it is prohibited to breach it without a Shari’ah-
prescribed reason”.  

Read more:  
https://www.unicef.org/crc/ 
https://www.humanrights.ch/en/standards/other-regions-instruments/arab-
charter-on-human-rights/ 
http://www.fmreview.org/sites/fmr/files/FMRdownloads/en/FMRpdfs/Human-
Rights/cairo.pdf 
 
B) Council of Europe (Coe) - Istanbul Convention  
The Council of Europe adopted in 2011 the Istanbul Convention – Action against 
violence against women and domestic violence, the most far-reaching interna-
tional treaty to tackle violence against women: Prevention, protection, prosecu-
tion, mentoring. The convention breaks new ground by requesting states to crim-
inalise the various forms of violence against women, including physical, sexual 
and psychological violence, domestic violence, stalking, sexual harassment, fe-
male genital mutilation, forced marriage, forced abortion and forced sterilization, 
including FGM/C.  
Read in depth:  
https://www.coe.int/en/web/istanbul-convention/the-convention-in-brief 
 
C) Sustainable Development Goals (SDG)  
In 2015 the “2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development” was adopted by the UN 
General Assembly. The Agenda formulates 17 Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDG) (with altogether 167 targets). Goal 5 Achieve gender equality and 
empower all women and girls to end all forms of discrimination against wom-
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en and girls everywhere, and to eliminate all forms of violence against women 
and girls in the public and private spheres, including trafficking and sexual and 
other types of exploitation as well as FGM/C. 
Read details:  
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/ 
 
ZONTA INTERNATIONAL RESPONSE to FGM – ZI Service Projects Burkina 
Faso 1998-2002 
Zonta International mission focuses on empowering women, eradication of dis-
crimination of and ending violence against women and girls – altogether to en-
sure that women and girls worldwide fully enjoy their human rights. 
 
In 1998 Zonta engaged in the Prevention of Female Genital Circumcision Project 
in Burkina Faso with the U.S. Fund for UNICEF. Zonta assisted UNICEF and gov-
ernment agencies in their work to prevent the incidence of FGC. These joint ef-
forts aimed to reduce the incidence of FGC to 30 percent during the period be-
tween 1998 and 2000 in seven targeted provinces of Burkina Faso.  
 
In a second phase that started in the year 2000, Zonta International continued 
its commitment to reducing the incidence of female genital circumcision by ex-
panding its support to this UNICEF project in seven additional provinces in Burki-
na Faso. Building on the 1998-2000 International Service Project in Burkina Fa-
so, the following two years expanded public education, training and awareness 
raising efforts necessary to reduce the incidence of FGM/C in targeted popula-
tions by 50 percent by 2002. 
 
Zonta International’s continuous goal (renewed at the beginning of the Biennium 
2018-2020) focuses on SDG Goal 5 “ Achieve gender equality and empower all 
women and girls” with the target 5.3 “Elimination of all harmful practices, such 
as child, early and forced marriage and female genital mutilation”.  
 
The still running campaign “Zonta says no to violence against women” was im-
plemented 2012. 
Read more: 
https://www.zonta.org/Portals/0/Zonta/Global%20Impact/ISPHistory2016.pdf  
https://www.zonta.org/Global-Impact/Advocacy/SDGs 
 
 
 
Additional informative references  
Related topics/ issue pods to FGM/C - see 

- Violence against women  
- Early child marriage 
- Trafficking in persons 
- Women in prison 
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