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TRAFFICKING 
 
HIDDEN IN PLAIN SIGHT 
 
You won’t recognize them. They are the women who paint our nails, vacuum our offices, clean the 
house next door, or maybe the fashionably styled teen walking out of a club with the well dressed 
business man. These are the women and girls, modern day slaves,  ensnared in the underbelly of 
human trafficking, a criminal enterprise with profits of at least $150 billion dollars a year.  
 
Read More 
 
In 2017 the Polaris Project, based in the United States, analyzed 10 years of data from their Hot-line. 
Their discovery – traffickers conducted their criminal activities in 25 distinct businesses some obvious, 
some not e.g. escort services, bars and strip clubs, recreational facilities, arts and entertainment, 
health services, etc. https://polarisproject.org/ 
 
The Numbers 
Although women, men and children are victims of trafficking, the primary victims worldwide are women 
and girls, the majority of whom are trafficked for the purpose of sexual exploitation. Traffickers 
primarily target women because they are disproportionately affected by poverty and discrimination, 
factors that impede their access to employment, educational opportunities and other resources.  
 
The 2016 Global Report on Trafficking in Persons published by the UN Office of Drugs and Crime 
(UNODC) offers the stark, grim story of trafficking around the world. The pdf link below clearly 
illustrates the report’s findings.  
https://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/glotip/GLOTIP2016_Global_PP.pdf 
 
The report’s thematic chapter focuses on the connection between trafficking in persons, migration and 
conflict. As Yury Fedotov, Director General/Executive Director UNODC states, “The report finds that 
cross-border trafficking flows often resemble regular migration flows. Moreover, migrants from 
countries with a high level of organized crime, or that are affected by conflicts, are more vulnerable to 
trafficking, as well as violence, abuse and other forms of exploitation”. To read the full report click onto 
the following link  
http://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-
analysis/glotip/2016_Global_Report_on_Trafficking_in_Persons.pdf 
 
The newly launched IOM’s Global Migration Data Analysis Centre (GMDAC), offers a vast amount of 
information via its’ Migration Data Portal migration and human-trafficking. As stated on the website, “ 
The Portal aims to serve the migration community by making sense of migration data. The two main 
objectives of the Portal are to make international migration data more accessible and visible, and 
easier to understand”. Data related to human trafficking can be found under two themes, “Immigration 
and emigration” and “Migration and vulnerability”. 
https://migrationdataportal.org/themes 
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International Response 
Responding to the proliferation of human trafficking and the needs of its victims the United Nations 
and international community instituted increased awareness campaigns, such as the Blue Heart. 
Campaign against Human Trafficking to advance the goals of the United Nations Convention against 
Transnational Organized Crime and its protocols and the United National Global Compact to promote 
“ten universally accepted principles in the areas of human rights, labor, environment and anti-
corruption. 

 
In 2000, the UN passed The UN Protocol to Prevent, Suppress, and Punish Trafficking in Persons, 
Especially Women and Children. Its preamble declares “that effective action to prevent and combat 
trafficking in persons, especially women and children, requires a comprehensive international 
approach in the countries of origin, transit and destination that includes measures to prevent such 
trafficking, to punish the traffickers and to protect the victims of such trafficking, including by protecting 
their internationally recognized human rights. 
To date over 3/4 of countries are parties to the UN’s Palermo Protocol. Over 2/3 of countries have 
enacted laws prohibiting all forms of trafficking. 
 
In 2015 the UN adopted the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. Of the seventeen goals 
included in this Agenda, three anti-trafficking elements have been integrated, demonstrating the 
international community’s ongoing efforts to combat human trafficking. 
 
Also in 2015 the Global Action to Prevent and Address Trafficking in Persons and the Smuggling of 
Migrants (GLO.ACT) was established. This is a four year12 million dollar joint initiative by the 
European Union and the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC). The project is being 
implemented in partnership with the International Organization for Migration (IOM) and the United 
Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) and reaches thirteen countries across Africa, Asia, Eastern Europe 
and Latin America.  
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/human-trafficking/glo-act/index.html 
 
Future topics: 
The “4P" paradigm – prevention, protection, prosecution and partnership which serve as the 
fundamental international framework used by the United Nations and the world to combat 
contemporary forms of slavery.  
 
Looking at human trafficking through the lens of human rights and human dignity and their integration 
into the analysis of the problem and responses to it. 
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