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VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN 
 
IT HAPPENS EVERY WHERE  
Violence against women occurs in public and in private places, especially at 
home, in your neighborhood, at work, in schools, among family members and 
friends, in cities and on the country side, in every country of the globe. Violence 
against women and girls is a human rights violation of pandemic proportions, se-
verely impairing and nullifying the enforcement of their rights. 

Manifestation of violence against women – see these links: 
http://interactive.unwomen.org/multimedia/infographic/violenceagainstwomen/en/ind
ex.html#home 
 
UNODC Executive Director Yury Fedotov said in a statement issued in Vienna 
during the  24th Session of the Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal 
Justice in May 2018: „Violence against women and girls, in all its many forms, 
shames us all. To end this serious crime, we must all work in a spirit of partner-
ship and cooperation to change laws, change perceptions and change behaviors. 
If not, we will continue to see this violent crime undermine our efforts to build 
better, more inclusive societies.” 
Read more:  
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/releases/2015/May/statement-by-unodc-
executive-director-yury-fedotov_-the-killing-of-women-and-girls-shames-every-
society.html 
 
 
MORE FACTS  
At least one of three women worldwide has experienced violence in her life – may it be 
physical, psychological or sexual, the latter usually by her intimate partner. One of 
two women killed were killed by their partners or family member. 1 out of 20 of all 
men killed were killed in similar circumstances. 
 
According to a 2013 global review by the World Health Organization, 35 percent 
of women worldwide have experienced physical and/or sexual intimate partner 
violence or non-partner sexual violence. It is estimated that one in five girls has 
been abused in childhood with estimates from some countries as high as one in 
three. 
Read more:  
http://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/ending-violence-against-women/facts-
and-figures 
 
 
UN AND CoE - EFFORTS OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY  
Since the early nineties the international community – United Nations and the 
Council of Europe - worked on legally binding “instruments” addressing all forms 
of violence against women.  
 
CEDAW (UN Convention) 

The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination 
against Women (CEDAW), adopted in 1979 by the UN General As-
sembly, is often described as an international bill of rights for women. It 
defines what constitutes discrimination against women and sets up an 
agenda for national action to end such discrimination.  
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The Convention defines discrimination against women as "...any distinc-
tion, exclusion or restriction made on the basis of sex which has the effect 
or purpose of impairing or nullifying the recognition, enjoyment or exercise 
by women, irrespective of their marital status, on a basis of equality of 
men and women, of human rights and fundamental freedoms in the politi-
cal, economic, social, cultural, civil or any other field." 
 
Countries that have ratified or acceded to the Convention are legally 
bound to put its provisions into practice and to submit national reports on 
measures they have taken in order to comply with the treaty obligations. 

Read more : http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/cedaw/ 
 
PALERMO (UN Convention) 

About 20 years later in 2000 the UN General Assembly adopted the UN 
Convention against transnational organized crime - PALERMO Conven-
tion and the Protocols thereto. The Palermo Convention focuses on a 
global and international level on transnational crime and trafficking, in par-
ticular drawing awareness on trafficking in persons and the consequent 
major risks of violence against women and girls. 

Read more:  
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/organized-crime/intro/UNTOC.html 
 
ISTANBUL (CoE Convention) 
 Again about ten years there upon the Council of Europe adopted in 2011 

the Istanbul Convention – Action against violence against women 
and domestic violence, the most far-reaching international treaty to 
tackle violence against women : Prevention, protection, prosecution, men-
toring. The convention breaks new ground by requesting states to crimi-
nalise the various forms of violence against women, including physical, 
sexual and psychological violence, domestic violence, stalking, sexual har-
assment, female genital mutilation, forced marriage, forced abortion and 
forced sterilisation.  

Read in depth:  
https://www.coe.int/en/web/istanbul-convention/the-convention-in-brief 
 
SDG (UN Agenda) 
 Finally in 2015 the “2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development” was 

adopted by the UN General Assembly. The Agenda formulates 17 Sustain-
able Development Goals (SDG) (with altogether 167 targets).  

https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/ 
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/?menu=1300 
 

Goal 5 Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls: 
End all forms of discrimination against all women and girls everywhere, 
eliminate all forms of violence against all women and girls in the public 
and private spheres, including trafficking and sexual and other types of 
exploitation and 5 additional targets…... represents Zonta International’s 
primary focus. 

Read details:  
https://www.zonta.org/Global-Impact/Advocacy/SDGs 
 
 
ZONTA INTERNATIONAL RESPONSE  
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ZISVAW 
 The history of Zonta International Strategies to end violence against wom-

en (ZISVAW) begins in 1996. At that time ZISVAW was the first interna-
tional service project administered by Zonta International. Since 2000, 
more than US$5.5 million has been provided to support projects in more 
than 42 countries.  

Full history and project details: 
https://www.zonta.org/Portals/0/Zonta/Global%20Impact/ZISVAWHistory2016.p
df 
 
Zonta international CAMPAIGN  
 “Zonta says no to violence against women” 

The Campaign „Zonta says no to violence against women“, represents our 
ongoing advocacy impact. Since the launch in 2012, the campaign has 
raised awareness of the global pandemic of women’s rights violations and 
has united Zonta clubs worldwide in conducting impactful advocacy actions 
to fight violence against women and gender inequality. 
 
During the 16 Days of Activism, each year 25 November-10 December, all 
Zonta clubs and districts worldwide are encouraged to take part in the 
campaign and to take local, national and international actions to influence 
the making and implementation of laws, as well as changing gender-based 
attitudes and behaviors to end violence against women. 

Read more details: https://zontasaysno.com 
 
 

------------- 
 
 
More informative references  
 
Related topics to “violence against women” (issue pods)  - see 

- Early child marriage 
- Female mutilation 
- Trafficking in persons 
- Women in prison 

 
 
Relevant issue pods: 
www.zonta.org/……. (needs to be more specifically defined!) 
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